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(Academic Writing)
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The focus of the course is to teach graduate students how to write their research
findings into academic English. The course will start with a review of how to
write in English and students will also be shown examples of what is and is not
acceptable for academic writing in the sciences. Students will also be shown
how to use email in an appropriate manner as it will likely be used when
communicating with journal editors and other staff. Lastly, there will be an
introduction to preparing posters and making poster presentations in English.

ZEOHR - BEAE

The purpose of the course is to prepare students to share their research in the two
ways they will most likely encounter: in written form and in poster presentations.
For both, students will learn how to write an abstract as well as the following parts
of a manuscript: Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, and Discussion
(IMRAD). Upon completion of the course, students will also have an example poster
(printed out) that they may use in the future in a conference.
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Students will be expected to have an e-mail address and be able to
use that address for submitting all class assignments. If they are
not familiar with how to use e-mail in an appropriate manner, they
should consult the instructor before the classes begin.

Students are required to participate in class and in order to do so
will have to prepare for class by familiarizing themselves with the
handouts, as well as do the given class assignments and homework.
Total study hours will exceed 45 or more.
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Students will review the basics of writing sentences and paragraphs using the “FISH”
approach. There will also be a general review of grammar and punctuation and how to
best use MS Word when writing in English.
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The review of academic writing will continue with a focus on useful vocabulary as well
as tenses. There will also be classwork focusing on weak points many students in
Japan have when writing English, e.g. prepositions and articles. The first homework
assignment will be to write about themselves and their research theme and will be
submitted by email in a timely fashion.

Tieh

Students will receive feedback on their first homework assignment and may be asked
to resubmit it if not done well enough. Students will continue to learn about the basics
of academic writing through the use of abstracts. Each abstract will introduce exam-
ples of what is appropriate and inappropriate in terms of style and content.

it

The class will introduce the grammar and writing style often found in writing an
Introduction of a manuscript. This will be followed by students learning how to write
the Materials and Methods sections of a manuscript as well as the Results and
Discussion sections. Students will have homework to share a 250-word abstract of
their research. This, too, will be submitted by email in a timely fashion.
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Students will receive feedback on their homework and may be asked to resubmit it if
not done well enough. The class will start to focus on how to make a poster in English
and how it can differ from a poster in Japanese.

i)

The class will continue to help students learn how to make a poster and also how to
present it in English. There will also be time to practice asking and answering
questions about posters. Students will have homework to use their abstract to prepare
a poster in English. The posters will be submitted by email in a PDF format.

)

All students will have received feedback on their posters, made necessary corrections,
and finally have them printed out. If need be, the instructor will help the students
print out their posters. Lastly, in class, the posters will be shared with the other
members in the class and each person will present their posters in English. They will
also have to be ready to answer questions about them. Students not making a poster
presentation will be required to ask questions in English.
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The instructor will prepare all handouts for the students.

O O f (Students will be graded based upon the following criteria: classwork
33%) and homework (67%).

Zofh (B L oiEi, |Students are recommended to have an electronic dictionary to help

o2 eel enmes |them with vocabulary. They will also need a computer in order

2T % ) finish and submit the homework assignments.
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